RELIGIOUS EDUCATION                     2OJ
Despatch of 1854. Government institutions
were meant for the benefit of the whole popula-
tion and therefore education imparted in .them
should be exclusively t secular. The Govern-
ment did not want to prevent or discourage reli-
gious instruction of any kind, but it could be
given only out of school hours and the inspectors
were not expected to take notice of it in their
periodical visits.1
A new feature of the educational policy laid
down in the Despatch of 1854 was the system of
Grants-in-aid under which grants were given to
private schools started and carried on by yolun-
tary effort, under Government inspection. These
aided schools might be conducted by Hindus>
Moslems, or Christian missionaries. The system
of education was based on an entire abstention
from interference with the religious instruction
conveyed in the school assisted. The managers
were at liberty to give what religious instruction
they chose. The Government inspection and
grants were confined to secular instruction only.2
1 Despatch from the Court  of Directors of the East
India Company to the Governor-General oflndkin Council,
(No. 49, dated the   i9th July,   1854),   in   Selections from
Educational Records, pp.   388-89.
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